
CODE OF ETHICS AND MALPRACTICE OF THE "ALBANIAN STUDIES" 

JOURNAL 

The "Albanian Studies" [hereinafter: AS] journal a peer-reviewed journal, scientific organ of the 

Academy of Sciences of Albania, is committed to ensuring the highest standards of publication 

ethics. All parties involved in the work of publishing (editors, coordinator, authors, reviewers 

and the publisher) have to agree upon standards of the ethical publishing rules. We confirm the 

following rules of Publication Ethics and Publication Malpractice Statement based on the Code 

of Conduct and best practice guidelines for Journal Editors of the Committee on Publication 

Ethics –COPE (http://publicationethics.org).   

 

Responsibilities of the editor in-chief, of the coordinator, of the publishing board and of the 

editorial board 

The editor in-chief, the coordinator, the publishing board and the editorial board of AS journal 

are responsible for: 

• Deciding which of the manuscript(s) submitted to the journal should be published. In 

making these decisions, they are guided by the policies of the journal and by legal 

requirements regarding libel, copyright infringement and plagiarism. 

• Providing guidance to guest editors, authors and reviewers on everything that is expected 

from them and also a description of peer review process. 

• Providing new editorial board members with guidelines on everything that is expected of 

them and keeping existing members updated on new policies and developments. 

• Evaluating manuscripts exclusively on the basis of their academic and intellectual merit, 

without regard to the author(s)’ race, age, gender, sexual orientation, disability, ethnic 

origin, religious belief, citizenship, political orientation or social class. 

• Ensuring that appropriate reviewers are selected based on the merit of their paper(s). 

• Developing and maintaining a database of suitable reviewers and updating it on the basis 

of reviewer performance. 

• Ensuring that unpublished materials disclosed in a submitted manuscript are not used in 

an editors’ own research without the express consent of the author. 

• The paper(s) should be authentic and never before published in the English language in 

any national or international journal, magazine, book etc. 

http://publicationethics.org/


• Publishing corrections, clarifications, retractions and apologies whenever needed. 

 

AUTHORS’ RESPONSIBILITIES: 

• Authors reporting original papers should present an accurate account of the work 

performed as well as an objective discussion of its significance. Fraudulent or knowingly 

inaccurate statements constitute unethical behavior and are unacceptable. 

• Authors should not submit the same manuscript simultaneously to more than one 

publication at a time. 

• Authors must ensure that they have written original works and that any original paper(s) 

have been credited and referenced. 

• Authors submitting their paper to AS journal for publication as original articles confirm 

that the submitted works represent their own contribution(s) and have not been copied or 

plagiarized in whole or in part from other papers without clearly citing the source. 

• Plagiarism full or partial at any paper submitted to AS journal is totally unacceptable. 

• The corresponding author with the journal should ensure that all appropriate co-authors 

are included in the author list of the manuscript and that there is a full consensus of all 

co-authors in approving the final version of the paper and its submission for publication. 

• Authors should disclose financial or other conflict of interest that might influence the 

result or interpretation of their manuscript. All sources of financial support should be 

disclosed. 

• When an author discovers a significant error or inaccuracy in his/her own published 

paper, it is the author’s obligation to promptly notify the journal editors and cooperate 

with them to retract or correct the manuscript. 

 

REVIEWERS RESPONSIBILITIES: 

• Peer reviewers assists the editor in chief, the coordinator, the publishing board and the 

editorial board of AS journal in making editorial decisions and, through the editorial 

communication with the author(s) may also assist the author in improving the manuscript. 

• Any invited reviewer who feels unqualified to review the research reported in a 

manuscript or knows that its timely review will be impossible should immediately notify 

the editor in chief that alternative reviewers can be contracted. 



• Any manuscript received for review should be treated as confidential document. 

• Privileged information or ideas obtained through peer review must be kept confidential 

and not used for personal advantage. 

• Reviewers should report to the editor in chief of AS journal if are any copyright 

infringement and plagiarism on the author(s) part. 

• Reviewers evaluate manuscripts based on content without regard to the author(s) race, 

age, gender, ethnic origin, sexual orientation, disability, religious belief, citizenship, 

political orientation or social class. 

• Reviewers should not consider manuscripts in which they have conflicts of interest 

resulting from competitive, collaborative, or other relationship or connection(s) with any 

of the authors, companies or institutions connected to the papers. 

 

PUBLISHER’S RESPONSIBILITIES: 

As publisher of AS journal, the Academy of Sciences of Albania fulfills the following 

obligations: 

• Provides practical support to the editor in chief and editorial board of AS so they can 

follow the ethical code (COPE Code of Conduct for Journal). 

• Ensures the autonomy of editorial decisions. 

• Protects the intellectual property and copyright. 

• Ensures that good practice is maintained to the above mentioned standards. 

 

 

 


