
Dear Mister Prime Minister,

The  undersigned  of  this  public  petition,  in  their  capacity  as  honorary  members  of  the
Academy of Sciences of Albania, make this appeal against the attempt for the dissolution of the
institution, with which we are honored to have been associated. On the other hand, we invite you to
promote a new phase of dialogue with the academic community, sticking to the ultimate goal of
proposing a realistic and rigorous reform of the sensitive sector of higher education and scientific
research.

The  undersigned  are firmly convinced that most of the time available to trigger a radical
reformation process of the Academy has flown unproductive. Today, perhaps more than ever, it is
necessary  and  convenient  to  transform  it  into  a  modern  and  competitive  research  center  of
excellence. With a sense of individual and collective responsibility, we feel that moving towards the
elimination of the Institution will reach a point of no return that could undermine the future life of
scientific research in Albania. Having said this, we do no claim or nourish any presumptions to have
definitive and effective solutions, and we do not pretend to substitute the legitimate expectations of
the new government program that you are about to make. Sometimes, however, the courage to stop
and discuss can be more fulfilling and, perhaps, more beneficial, to anticipate making irreversible
mistakes such as throwing out the baby with the dirty bathwater.

The Academy of Sciences, like other public Albanian institutions, has been through the long
and endless transition from dictatorship to democracy that has been shaking the Albanian society.
Being aware of the context, You yourself have highlighted the need to raise the Albanian public
institutions, and universities first of all, to normality. Your formula of "state-making" was all the
more shared, while it was obvious to see the bureaucratic dysfunctions, social injustices, corruption
forms, which, in their complexity, have been devastating the Albanian society, also ‘whipping’ the
citizens  in  their  daily  lives.  Through  the  years,  many of  us  have  been active  advocates  when
Albanians were denied the right to feel "European citizens", supporting the requests sent to our
universities by your students, who, discouraged by the conditions of Albanian universities, intended
to study abroad. These were young people, who placed substantial sums as "bonds" to abide by
standards that humbled and humiliated them.

Yet,  many  of  them  succeeded  and  graduated.  Some  of  them  continued  their  scientific
training overseas and, in some cases, were even recruited in our universities. All this happened in
tune and with the full support of our distinguished colleagues from the Albanian Public Universities
and the Academy of Sciences. It has been a long transition period that has not yet come to an end,
but,  thanks  to  the  transformation  and  development  of  the  said  institutions,  there  has  been  an
important trend reversal for some years now. We find it in the Universities. While there are still
complaints for the considerable gap with the European standards (but we assure them that this is not
Albania’s exclusive negative "record"), it is obvious that they are not at the same level anarchy of
twenty years ago. However, there is optimism for the path undertaken by the Albanian universities
towards the gradual but steady growth of trust on the part of the families and the students, which
takes  into  account  the  sincere  efforts  made  by  the  academic  staff  to  provide  more  and  more
competitive scientific training. We do not fail to acknowledge that there are barriers of large passive
resistance pockets which hinder the positive finalization of the reform process, but this argument is
only profitable for those who have no government culture and fall into the usual populism policy of
"the worse, the better" Actually, this is not the most appropriate argument to address the issue that



has mediatically exploded these days, assumingly with features of some improvisation, but actually
coming from a long dramatic course of institutional difficulties for quite a period now, that longed
for and has not yet found the adequate solutions.

The  Academy of  Sciences  has  been  the  target  of  political  storms  under  unprecedented
censorship,  including the  one that  reduced it  to  the comatose  state  in which it  is  found today.
Amputated of its vital nerve centers, historic institutes, which constituted the true propulsion engine
of scientific research during the Communist era, the Academy was reduced to a mere honorary
structure with scarce human resources and few incentives, often accused of being "oppositional",
but  sometimes  "fellow-travelers"  of  various  governments,  subjected  to  the  most  ferocious
accusations, while there was no voice, internal or external, to stand up and to recall that the same
Academy of Sciences, in the most obscurantist period of the history of Albania, had represented, in
good and  evil,  a  dignified  and  respected  benchmark  of  international  Albanology,  to  which  no
foreign scholar - and we first of all - never denied the role of privileged interlocutor.

What has happened over the last two decades, has been a serious attack on the freedom of
science and against the sacrosanct right of scientific research to organize itself, in accordance with
the procedures and standards adopted in every part of the democratic world. These were attempts to
sabotage its primary function, to discredit its professional profile, to paint it as a caricature of the
past, to abandon it to its destiny, and even to intimidate those who dare to propose timid attempts to
adapt  it  to  more  acceptable  levels.  To this  have  been added inexplicable  forms of  immobility,
confused strategies that have never consolidated in real projects, smoky theorems assimilated by
hasty readings of statutes of others considered fit to Albania as they were for England, France or
'Italy, countries that have many other well-established practices in these areas. We have witnessed
all this, while it did not open to a frank discussion, even over the period of time, about the current
situation  and the  causes  underlying it,  about  the  hypothesis  of  a  possible  reform suited  to  the
potential  of  a  developing  country  such  as  Albania,  and  proper  to  meet  simultaneously  the
expectations for a high specialization of young generation and for an advanced valorization of the
goods and the country's economic, environmental, cultural and industrial resources. In short, a real
project  to  envisage  the  future  of  the  Academy  without  necessarily  bowing  to  the  stubborn
controversy carried these days by cold-blooded nouveaux philosophes, of whom Albania seems to
miraculously have in abundance after the collapse of the old regime

Mister Prime Minister, 

Let us not bury our heads  in the sand for the fact that  the definitive elimination of the
Academy of Sciences from the institutional landscape of higher education and scientific research
shakes our consciences for another reason, that we believe we must raise: this event is even more
damaging and deleterious, in its attempt to set up alternative structures that are entirely dependent
on politics, its own seasons and moods. In the highly globalized world today, it is all the more
necessary  to  ensure  the  autonomy of  scientific  research,  making it  increasingly  free  from the
extemporaneous conditioning of the interests of politics, and of business included. There is no place
in the world where the service to science is persecuted, except in countries subject to dictatorships.
Autonomy in science and scientific promotion is in fact an essential requirement to measure not
only the degree of internal democracy of a country, but also to test its ability to identify and to
develop, in perfect and conscious autonomy, fruitful and consistent collaborations with international
academic and academic institutions on the basis of common research interests. External interference



can be a reason for altering the normal protocol procedures and often undermine the sharing of
projects of mutual interest among partners due to the fact that, frequently, the languages of science
and politics do not fit, as they do not share the same basic grammar.  

In reiterating this universal principle, we reassure you of our willingness to take part in any
discussions with our Albanian academic colleagues to launch the new season of the renaissance of
the Academy of Sciences. We are firmly convinced that there are capacities, resources as well as the
willingness to raise again the fate of the prestigious institution that for years has brought prestige
and has oriented the Albanology. The Academy was built neither by a building nor by salaries, but
by generous men, passionate intellectuals,  worthy scholars respected by their  colleagues in  the
world. Aleks Buda, Eqrem Çabej, Mahir Domi, Shaban Demiraj, Ylli Popa, Kristo Frashëri, Jorgo
Bulo, Stefanaq Pollo, Dhimitër Shuteriqi, Selaudin Betekshi, Petrit Gaçe, Petraq Pilika  and many
other members of the first generation of academics were able to draw a role and a function for their
"Academy", providing to the future generations with their commitment, a model of life and science,
respect  for  colleagues,  and passion  for  research.  Now,  it  lies  with  their  followers,  just  in  this
difficult and unequalled time, to imitate their generous example.

Mr. Prime Minister, it falls to you to provide for the "Renaissance" of the Academy. It falls
to our colleagues to accomplish it, even with our disinterested contribution, if requested. We are
therefore available, when and if it is deemed appropriate, to meet you personally and to offer our
cooperation.

Thank you for your attention.

Prof. 
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